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PREFACE. 



IVoTHl^Cr could Have prevail with Mfc 
*^ undertake the History of Trowbridge. 
^^* that strong claim which some of the ola 
families have onme^ as being a native of thi6 
town ; and a descendant of two very antient 
£iBLmilies^ viz, Selfe> and Harford. And in 
prosecuting my attempt^ I trust ii will ap- 
Appear^ that I have aimed at nothing but 
simple truth! And though t have ii6t at- 
tempted to shew its inJmbitants to be th^ 
immediate descendants of Troy; yet I think 
I have proved them to be very antient t and 
the clothing trade to have begiiii almost iit it& 
infancy. And though some of ray i^'eaderS 
may justly say^ that the Historv is too sim- 
ple^ and void of that jewel which enhances 
the value of every histcrry^ viz. a composi- 
tion of literature: vet I trust if contains th^ 
(gem of) truths which exceeds every other 
ornament; and this will be of moi'e real bei- 
Defit to my readers than refufing the elabo- 
rate writings of Voltaire^ HuAle^ Oibbott^ 
Hobbs^ or Bollingbrook^ or even (their 
frmid lA disguise) the learned Mr. Bekham. 
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Tl PREFACE* 

And here I cannot help digressing from 
my Preface, by asking those gentlemen who 
are fellow thinkers with the above renowned 
atheists, for they are no less so, though they 
are clothed in the garb of the deist, viz. If 
there was no creation, and nature brought 
forth the creature by its own spontaneous 
creating power; why is it that the creature, 
man, is not in every place? Why is it that 
whole islands, &c. are quite destitute of a 
human being ? Or do these wise gentlemen 
attribute such failure of the animal, or hu- 
man, race, to be owing to a deficiency in 
dame nature, who has lost, or never had 
the power of conception. I well remember 
how the works of T. Paine were sought for, 
and admired by some of our wise heads, 
whose minds were like a sponge, to suek in 
all his doctrine. But it soon fell to the 
ground, for it would not bare the ie^L 

To return, as to the History, I may raise 
the expectations of some, beyond the common 
elevation of such common things. But let 
me take leave to say, that to write a first 
History, is like a mariner gping to sea with- 
out a rudder or compassj^ or one travelling by 
night in some trackless country, who has a 
certain object to go to, without light or 
path. But if I am so fortunate as to bring 
but a glimmering light out of this gross dark- 
ness, I hope the next attempt will be exceed- 
ingly visible; especially if undertaken by 
an abler hand. I do not expect to fare 
better than authors who are well qualified 
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for publishing— I do not expect to escape 
the sneers or reproaches of the envious man^ 
or the find fault reader; who (to use the 
words of a great writer) is like a growling 
dog oyer his viands, who very often snftrls 
and growls over that very food by which he 
IS satisfying himself, and filling his stomach. 
Indeed, if I were to attempt to pay Messrs. 
Wearing <fe Co. for their trouble,, jn exposing 
the work before it is published, and abusing 
me by letter, and without the least cause, I 
could not do better than a grave scholar once 
did to a critic, who had , selected all the 
faults of an author. The critic carried them 
all to this great man, supposing, and expect- 
ing his approbation and commendation for his 
great wisdom: the venerable man took them 
at his hand with seeming pleasure, and gave 
him a quantity of unwinnowed grain, to sepa. 
rate the grain from the husk: he set to work; 
and produced his grain and hu*, well divided, 
and the grave old man made him an adequate 
recompence for his trouble. He gave him 
the husk or hulk for his trouble. So I have 
drawn the exact likeness of these wise envi- 
ous critics, one of whom writes me a very 
abusive letter, and then advises me not te^ 
shew it, for fear I might expose myself, not 
considering himself m any danger of beinir 
reproved as a clerk in a congre^twn, orinhw 
character as a schoolmaster. But he re-i 
^rded me. However, I kijiow whei^je att 
ot, it springs;, but aU their envy.and enmUyj 
could not deter me J-om my puifposfj... ^th^fh 
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fore I have plae^ them in tlieir own clia* 
racters after the work. And when they 
choose to prove me as having went beside the 
truths I willproduce the ear-ring3^ bracelets^ 
and staff. For though I have read that it 
waA written over Plato's door ; ^* None may 
^^ ma;^ enter here, e?^cept he be a Geome- 
^^ trioian,*' And that Socrates was condemned 
by his country for being too scrutinizing 
in seeking too much acquaintance with the 
habitations of the gods; and thereby led 
himself into that new and fatal discovery 
which was the cause of his condemnation^ 
that there was a first cause — a Supreme 
BeiQg. And though J know by experience 
that the moment a man becomes a writer^^ 
he draws almost every man of superior wis* 
dom or talent into the vortex oi envy, by 
which^ he is whirled about till his reason 
is lost j[ and except by a miracle, he sinks into 
the gulph of malice, yet all tnese could not 
deter me fVom attempting this History. But 
I can assure aU the ejitra wis;e-heads (which 
live almost in a fluster) that I think them 
possessed of such wisdom and talents as I 
myself shall never attain to: therefore I 
resign the palm of wisdom to them^ which 
I hope will satisfy them altogether. 

I cannot close my Preface better than by 
faiforming my readers pf two notable epochs 
or events which have taken plaice, at or oear 
^e time of ptifolication^ viz. The Divine 
btessjnj^ which P)*ovidence has manifested to 
the Bil^tioits of Hurope, in delivering them' 
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PREFACE. IX 

from the tyranny of France, tinder the 
cruel reign of Napoleon Bonaparte, after 
twenty years war of devastation. But the 
second is a still more glorious blessing, viz. 
the establishment of Auxiliary and Branch 
Societies to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, whose benign influence has in a 
few years reached not only nations, but 
almost every dark region in the known 
world. For even Idolaters, Roman Catho- 
lics, and almost every religion, and even 
Pagans, are now in possession of the word 
of God. So that the words of scripture may 
be well applied to Britain, and especially to 
the British and Foreign Bible-Society. — 
'^ From you sounded out the word of the 
Lord, ifec.'' And though we are not meri- 
torious in the best of our actions, yet it is 
evident that God shews mercy to them that 
fear him, and jshew themselves not only 
nominal, but real and active christians. Our 
nation crowns the world by its actions to the 
benighted race of mankind ; and mity the 
Great Jehovah crown us with his blessings* 
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The AUTHOR on Iub BOOK, 

To his READERS. 



RETURN my thoughtfi, that n&'d to roTe abroad 
Pensive, to w^tisfy ki lai^e ^Asiii^ : 
How often diB has trae'4 ^^ starry road, 
To iwak w vain 'moagst dieai to tuoe a lyMU 

There suns and stars in constant motion roll. 
And fly, aad whirt in aibs, ft-Ms pola to p(AB4 
Thas 6lMW 4iicir Maker's W4>rk8 aad boundless Ai)i ^ 
And ki «aeh 'unknown track #ulAU iua wiil. 

Some swiftly fly, and far out-strip the wind ; 
Their wondrous motion to our 4hoBghts are jointi ; 
Which, Mk^ that light, which flashes wkhout conkroul, 
And 4art8 its audden beams Iroas pole to poie. 

While others walk, or in slow motion turn, 
And chill ea«h vegtou ; or like flro they b^ivn* 
Some mo«re beneath, while some to heaT*-n are niMj 
But high or iow^ th^ til fulfill his praise, ^ 

But now my lyre to humbler notes is bent, 
And in each strain some lesser things attempt : 
From things sublime, where boundless Wisdom shews 
That skill and greatness, creatures caanot know. 

Here I attempt to shew my Maker's will ; 
To prove in men some mark^ of heay'nly skill : 
Tiiough none of nature^s laws he cannot move, 
Yet God gives wisdom, nature to improve. 

Thus iiian attempts to search out nature's store, 
And dig from earth, huge stones ; yea, precious ore ! 
And thence remove it from its native station. 
To some jiew place, or still more distant nation* 

With these, fair temples are adorn'd or built, 
Some make the palace shine in radiant gilt ; 
From her rich ore, are vessels made of gold, 
And of its refuse, things of courseir mould. 
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TO THE READER. XI 

From nigged rocks the unforin'd stones are brought, ; 
And by that wisdom form'd, which God hath taught. 
Some stones are formed to adorn a monarch's tomb, 
While others serve to build some noble town* 

Now raise, my muse ! and take some humble seat, 
Beside son^ ^tish bard^ or, at his feet : 
Ask, Whence Britons came across her flood ? 
Or,. In what plain they liv'd, or shady wood ? 

Which of her sons did first a house project ? 
And, Who pursu'd the plan, as architect ? 
Or, Whence the tools for various kinds of work ? 
Did some one bring them from old Noah's ark ? 

Who was that Nimrod that began to build ? 
Or, Who a mart began ? an(^, Where 'twas held ? 
What fortress first was built ? and, On whose iand i 
Or, Who its ruler ? Can w^ understand ? 

Then I'll point out, with truth, that very man 
Who first built Trowbridge, or laid out its plan : 
To raise her noble Castle, with. her s'ven tow'rs, 
And who began her watch, and fix'd the hours* 

Then to my readers I'll be just and true, 

^nd say. By whom or when 'twas built, there is no clue ; 

But antient grandeur I have plainly shown, 

That British Monarchsiiv'd in Trowbridge towo*.* 
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\ Winficld, on the west ; Bradford, north \ Ullt^ertong 
. ea^t \ and Steeple A»tou Common^ oa the eai^t. 
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2 HISTORY OF TROWBRIDGE. 

gay, when it begpn to be built, when its first church 
was erected^ or the foundatioo of its casile laid. 
Therefore"! hare the foundation of the town to seek 
after, without knowing when or by whom it was 
laid ; but it must have been at a very early period of 
the British epoch. It must have teea noted ^t «. 
Tcry early period, if not before, soon after the 
conquest. Aiid though it appears it has change^ 
owners into a great many noble families. Lord 
flungerford, Earl of Salisbury, Earl of Ailsford^ 
<&c. : tis evident also that it as often returned to the 
crown, wliich was its centre. If Sir Walter Lon^ 
purchased the wood, called Ashton Wood, of the 
crpwn, tis very likely, Trowbridge being joined to 
ft, both vfere crown lands. However this may 
appear to the reader, I shall make one remark, viz^ 
on writing a first bom history. In travelling old 
toads, we discover many faults in them ; an4 when ^ 
yoad 18 improved by being turned, &c. we often 
ifrondcr at the weakness of those persons who first 
toade it: but we too often forget, that the very 
k)b8tacles which stood in their w^ay, are by som^ 
tneans or other removed, so as to give place to th^ 
Improvement. This applies in our present case. I 
lave eyery impediment .to remove, and every 
obscurity to make bright ; else I iVa exposed to the 
censure of those vdio think they could have fay 
exceeded my attempt,* 

♦ Cftfu^en tells MS, thatiGeffry.of MomDouih sjtjrs, ^^ It was 
^* bwlt bjr one Molmutius j" but from the name ending wit-k 
thm, it appears he must be some floman, for many persons of 
jdistiBctlon amongst the Honans ended their Barnes wkh ^us^ 
^hleh mil rH^mly appear by oonisiibf ng Ihe hiatorjr .of Rone* 
Mr. Crowtner's Jii^tary of Ron^^teUs •( o^e Mutiufi^ «• V#)ia«|; 
Koman youth, who lived in Tarquin^s days, see page 367 ; and 
if we can suppose Mol was added, as a dignity to his name and 
'family, then w« may conelnde it was he, or seme of his succes- 
#ov8y vho built Trowbridge^ for 1 4o notind another ^uch a mm0 
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aiBTOST 09 TROWSRISGE^ 3 

Uescriptian Sf Situation. 

^ttmhnigt by historians has hem described an 
lAtuated on a hilL It id admitted that it is ^itoat^ 
on a declivity; but it is not worthy the mmei of an 
Bill, as the elevation from Town Bridge to BeHfiekl 
House, the resideiiee of the late E. H. MortiRier, ee^^ 
ii^ not mor^ than thirty feet, though the drsiatice is 
fibout half a mile, viz. from east to west : but tis not 
so wide fr(4|i north to south, notwithstanding a neW 
rtreet, called Timbrell-fitreet, isjustbegun« Therefor^ 
those historians who say it is built on a bill, mcist takcH 
it from report, add not observation. Some of the 
antient writers say, with a degree of propriety, that it 
stands on the noted vale of White Horse.* TTirs vale 
begins nearFarringdon, Berks; and continues to War* 
minsten Althougli this vale is now circumscribed 
Kvithiti a small space of land, under the hill Where the 
White Horse is formed, viz* between Abingion and 

in the whole history of Rome. I know it is a common contention 
amongst the natives of countries, kingdoms^ and states, to contend, 
and sometimes fight and destroy each other ^ abdut their priority^ 
Bat I have thought the following fact would save this dispnte^ 
Between Trowbridge and Bradford fthere used to be a foot 
Vay from one town to the other, and this path entered Trow* 
htidge parish by cros<iing the Biss, at the extremity of the glebe i 
this was called the Pew Bridge; «tnI the path brosght the 
traveller exactly to the old church. The rector was bound by 
custom to keep it in repair. Now if we can suppose that this 
^as done to accommodate the religious visitors ot Bradford, when 
they come to Trowbridge church ; then we must conclude or infei- 
that Tr<)wbridge was the most antient town. Perhaps some may 
he ready to confirm the conjecture, from the Bridge being called 
^ Pew, from being provided by the church, the same as an 
Inclosed seat in the church. I intend to leave my readers <6 
^^tle it. The road is still to be traced out, though it has beea 
^obstructed and turned, by one mean and another. 

* The Horse is formed on so large a scale as to occupy an 
ncre of ground; and on whatever occasion it was cut, the 
^Kittual cieaniog it is attended with a kind of festivity for that day. 
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4 HISTORY OF TROWBRIDGE. 

Farringdon ; yet there is a continuation of the vale, 
under or between a variety of hills, from the two 
extremities : and though no historian has noted its 
foundation^ yet it is evident that Trowbridge has 
been a roydty for many centuries past. It is natural 
to ask^ How tbis is to be proved ? This is easily 
proved from history and confirmed by tradition.* 

It is* a fact that the town retains the name of The 
Town and Liberty of Trowbridge. Now Trow^ 
bridge not being a borough, nor body ^corporate, 
it is consequently deficient of record. But it was a 
tradition^ handed down from ages back^ that John 
of Gaunt, as proprietor of it^ (father to king Heniy 
the 4th} gave it a privilege, that no one of Trow- 
bridge should be obliged to serve on county juries* 
But after the fall of the house of Lancaster^ in the 
death of Richard the Third, and consequently the 
interest of its adherents^ and its immunities decaying* 
with it; the inhabitant of Tiyow bridge found their 
privilege or liberty a great obstruction to them, ^ 
when they had causes in the county courts : conse- 
quently they were compelled to dispense with their 
privilege^ to obtain a share of justice^ as subjects of 
the realm ; and suffered themselves to be summoned 
by the hundred of'Melksham, to serve on cojinty 
juries, which have fixed them under the controul of 
the hundred of Melksham. 



* Some of my readers may object to the using of the word 
tradition. Why not omit the word ? or, assert it as a fact ? 
To this I answer, that many writers assert things from hearsay^ 
or, what is worse, from authors who commit that to print ^ich 
is not founded on the least particle of truth, which is the basis oa 
which facts are built. Some times traveliers write things of distant 
' countries, which others say are not to be found : and, therefore, a 
fact established upon a known tradition, where no written doca- 
ment is to be produced to the contrary, is much more to be de- 
pended upon, and more credit to aa author, thantranscribed fffoni 
author* who write at random. 
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BISTORT OF TaoWBRIDGE, S 

;TK^ whole ^arUjii iqcludfsp th^^.titlipgs of ^tavertpo, 

inhere is a» sini^ll churchy f 9PP!i^<^ l^y ^^^ minister c^ 

Tcwvbri(}ge ehurcp)^ Little Troule ; and 

in tn^se tithings tbe fi^jf^ceifjt ^jiunlets are contaii)64« 

Tlie.Wbp eparisn^ ioclu^ipg tbe tl^ree Iithu;iga„!i3 

about itwo tboFusan<j[ t>yp h\uidr/e4 aprj^^. w Tbe^niajor 

part of wbach isy^emowfijid pastweJand, ^nd^Uie 

greatest part is fV^eliQld;j.|^Ipnging,ta t^e gentlemj^n 

of ihe iowiii !rhe princ\plq Qf^ Jarges^ lianded.pF;^ 

perty in the parish,' js t^^ ^s^atp of tfei^ late,.E HU 

Mortimer, esq, W^ose familj,, jike qiany otjliera of th^ 

toiYB, cannot^t^^^e tbj^ir. app^stprs; nipretha^i «b^ 

four gjcperationa b^cW yizvias, patjvc^ Tljpqgb.,itip 

find a Radulpj^s (spppps^RfWi^oIpb) de Mprtimpni im 

Dbomsday Book. Prom i^ts b^ing said de, Moi;tit|ijep), 

it is eTidenitly a Freucb fenuly, iyI^)^ perhaps^ accfo^v 

panied the C^nquerfr. ipto Epglwd : pnd to sbevfr 

jiim as a Wiltshife, frcjehoIdcM^^ ivjefipd^ tes^idet^ 

possessing many detjacbed pie/^fii of land^, b^. ^Id 

the manors of Hullavington> Tockinharo^ firatton^ 

Hewish, Clatford, Imber^ Sbefringtori, Chadington^ 

Aldringtbn; Pr -Afderton', and Luckington. I do 

npt intend to prpve tbis^^fem^jy [Of thp JVIprtimer'n 

of Trowbridge, to be tbedesopr^apts of , ^he aboTi? 

Radujphus de Mortimer,: im^ I Jeave to.soipe mpre 

learned historians. ' But if^^n be proved that. a IJtfor^ 

tinier, earl of March, married the Queen Dowager of 

England. And a Mortimer was Earl of Oxford and 

Mbrtinier ; but' whether that family became extihct*pr 

not ; suffice it to say, that these Mor (irajprij do np\f eijii^^ 

at Trowbridge, in Wiijta, aad hare been ia the.^oiai 

inissionof the peaee iti Trdwbridge, a centiiirf Of 

more. This I can ptove. And wberi anyone can 

prove they are not collateral desc^nd^nf$ of I?ad|)rpua 

\ fle, Mprtimer, 1 am fead)^ to! yield it Jjo i^y jWip^cipB 

historiaii. However^ it is a known fact, as nMed 

aliieady, 'that few* families cknprove thcmfselves older, 

as inhabitants of Trowbridge, than the above : 
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though the Sclfe's were yerjr antient and nnmeraus, 
about a centnary ago. But the most noted family, 
or case of antiquity of a family, is in the Harford's. 
Thiis family lived at Studiey, ikbout the year 1650, 
and it is very remarkable, that the house have not 
changed the name of it» occupier and proprietor, nor 
their occupation exploded^ from that time to the pre- 
sent. Bat of the family of Sdfe, it now concentres in 
one person^ viz. J. Selfe, esq. So from a picture in the 
hands of Mr. J. Dowding, in which the Dowding*s 
are traced back many generations, yea centuries ; 
and it appears they are collateral branches of many 
noble families: and, perhaps, if records were kept, 
there might be nwmr more instances of a similar 
ffature. However, I trust I shall not offend my 
l^eaders by saying, we all sprang from the same 
t^ommon parent; and whatever distmction there may 
be between us now, when we return to the house 
appointed for all living, then names and families 
will cease.* Then we may say, 

.'■- • ■ ' ' ' 

r f* Beggars with awful ashes sport, 

' , *' And tread the Caesars in the dirt." 

'It would be well for us all, let our rank in life be 
ever 60 great and honorable, to . remember the 
laying of a French nobleman and courtier. When 
pn his 3^ick bed, he Was waited upon by some great 

» ' ••• , * 

. ♦ Though the town haa^ot exceptions in the. characters of its 
inhabitants, yet there seems a greatness and dignity of mind in 
^hem, especially when called to acts of generosity. And their 
bfloetrolent actions (when coiiipared to the neTghbouring towns) 
^nd high ill reputation ; and their forming <as a Branch Society) 
parjt of the British and Foreign Bible Society,; will prorethia a^ 
the first meeting. For while a neighbouring town, possessing 
large and opulent inhabitants, with her six out-parishes, &c. kc. 
ovtly gave, as a 'donation, including her annual subscription, the 
smiili (Sum of about ^0,, Trowbridge's Bmbscfiptions and donki« 
tions amounted to upwards of ^194. This remark is taken 
from the report, published 1813, by the said Society, 
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HISTORY OF TROWBRIDGE. 1 ' 

person, to iDform him that bis royal friend. the King 
had bestowed some new title and dignity upon him. * 
He v^ry calmly replied^. I am much obliged to his 
Majesty for his kindness toward me on all occasions ; ' 
and to y(m, for being the messenger of it, &c. 
Thiese things are accounted great and valuable here ; 
but where I am going, titles, honours^ and dis*- 
tinctions are of no account : they are not known 
there. 



The Castle. 



Whether the Castle was built in Stephen's reign,, 
or before, the sequel may be left to the judgment of * 
the reader. It is evident, from a painting of it» 
that it was at once a piece of grandeur, and yet a . 
well fortified defence. It stood in the court, on an 
hill constructed by art It was composed of seyea 
towers, four of which were standing about 1660 or 
70. I knew the men who remembered them : and 
Mr. Jonathan Renolds, who died aged ninety^ used 
to shew the tree which stood at the foot of the draw- i 
bridge, of which there were two ; one to the church, 
near Court-lane, by which they went under a cor- 
responding arch^ which is now in the house of Mr. ' 
James Bird, to the old church. The other draw- 
bridge was westward. Now if we adaiit that the 
^person represented in the above painting be, as some 
say, the Empress Maud flying before King Stephen, 
then the Castle was built before that reign ; and 
being a royal palace, each of the competitors for the 
kingdom 3truggled for it;, as the nght of the crown. ^ 

* History informs us thsit th^pumber of castles built or for- 
tified by King Stephc^i^ were Q^e Ufou^ini. But if it were 
STer used as a residence for the court) it might be pethaps for 
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The ditch and ramparts are visible southward ; but 
the other parts of the liioat or ditch are filfed^ It 
extended northwurd to the south-side of Fore-^trect ; , 
and the present common sewer^ which separated the 
castle-yard from thei town, was the north boundary. 
For the street, from the corner of Court-lane, 
to Mr. Nuish^s, now Messrs. Yearsly and Co/s 
Factory,'a8 it is eallied, will shew it to" be so : for 
the/ tW4> sides itf the' street are concave and convex^ 
according to castle-yards in general. And the road ' 
used now up Fore^street as turnpike, was the Castle 
ditch ; and the depths at Wicker-hill, was, about 

some brancbes of tbe Royal Family of tbe House of Lancaster : 
for Lincoln castle wa^ the constant residence^ And if it can be 
prored that Stephen built it, he being crowned in 1135. The 
Con({ueror died jn 1087. So that if it was not built tiU Stephen's 
reigp, it was only about 50 years after tbe ooiti|uest ; for if we cal* ' 
culateonits being dtsstroyed in theeiTil wars about 1640 pr 50, atid 
liiuilt as above, it was only 500 yearv, which is no wonderful lenj^th 
of tinie : for Windsor castle has* been built nearly i^'s many 
years* But Camden pats us out of all doubt a^ to the time of 
building ity for, he says, that In 115^, the castle held ouf 
bravely agaiiisl young Henry (Maud's son,) but was taken by 
bim, ^y this i^nd other successes, he brought King Stephc^n to 
adopt him fo^ his heir to the crown. Though the town is not . 
80 very noted, for want of better acquaintance wiih its dignity, 
I think Lthiiy challenge the* county, if not the kingdom,' for a 
singular ^ndUpnotlced dignity it hath beslowed u{Jdn it, viz. ' 
the town, , i^s i^.i^ recorded in this book, gives a peerage to the 
Dukes pf Somerset. . The River, hereafter named, gave the 
same dignity to Lord Willoughby de Brooke. But I think^ 
th# title i« now <;hanged into the Grevil fkmily. 

Th€| above note about Henry and Stephen quite establish^ the 
tradition which a gentleman informed me of, viz. :. Tbe Empress 
Maud was forced to yield up the castle to Stephen, and then he 
held it all the time. Maud continued In England after she had 
furrettdered.it, until young Henry Md resolved ahd collected 
bis forces in France, &c. This must have been several years ; 
consequently the castle must have being a royM residence to 
perhaps tn any sovereigns, besides those whbm histbriahs notipe, ^ 
Se6ndte*dntbe Eaflof Cliir^dotir, page 10. ' ' • ' 
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BISTORT OP TRO^BRIDGE^. ,9[ 

ninety years sincei twelve feet or ;upwpytd9,; ai|d 
many persons can remiember when ^ it wf^s froni.^ 
three ' to four feet deep : and being: ] fenced 
with wicker works against the ditch^ gave ft, the. 
name of Wicker-hill. The road up the town, was 
evidently direct from the bridge, else it coqjd not be . 
built oppbsitie (he road :, besides^ thp building on the , 
north side of the parade, is biiilt nearly on and on the^ , 
same range of the street as it was while the castle was , 
in its primC) and the old church stai^dinj^ ( foi: if we 
were to take a direction froiii the bridge up hy these., 
houses, fcutting qff^ Mr.\SaRer*s rai^of biMfUng)\ 
alon^ by the house, once Granf s^ to the l)l^ce com-^, 
monly called Parsonage Cojrper, hear' tp which the. 
old church stood, we shall find the tiridge was \ 
built to go direct to the old church ; and. the north,; 
side of Fore street, from' S. By^hesea, esq, to the . 
new church, as far as Mr. Bird's, is a new ^I'ectionb j 
since the new church yi^as built:, so that^^the south;) 
side of Fore-street, from (if not inciuding) Court-, 
lane, tothe Factory-house before-mentioned, was all 
on the Castle-yard. The depUi must have beep very . 
great at the upper end, as the ^bole ditQh or moat, ] 
communicated with the river, so as to maintain the 
fortification^ in conjimction with the ramparts. . And, . 
if we could see the Castle-gate now stan^^injg, it wQuId . 
be no wonder if, like the Castle i^t Lincoln^ we coul(jl .* 
see the arms of John of Gaunt, cut butover (heeptry.,* ^ 

* Lincoln Castle was a Windsor to ike .hou89 of Lapcastei: ; 
while it remained^ it was a palace to that hobsei 

In its prime, Trowbridge Castle must have been rery for- 
midable, -not onjy.in its great bulk, but in its surrounding forti* 
fications. The southern ditch, called Little Hill ^ formed the , 
gUcis and bastions * and, I suppose, from the bottom of the 
moat tp the top of the glacis must b€i (when in use) fourteen o^^ / 
fifteen feet,, and then taking the surface of the wktef when at its . 
heighth, thirty feet in width, and then viewing the 'castle as 
a level on the top of the hill whereon it stood', it must look at 
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' It appears indisputable that the t>uke of Lancaster 
took particular notice of the town, not only as noted 
before, but by his bein^ the 'means (by Catharine 
Swinford) of giving birth to the noble family of the. 
Dukes of Somerset, who are Barons of Trowbridge^ 
and this makes it appear the more evident, that ^^ 
royal giter of that peerage, could not confer a more 
renowned dignity on the man whom he delighted to 
hbnour, than to make him Baron of Trowbridge J 
Whether the union between Henry the Eighth 
aiid his beloved Jane Seymour, returned the manor 
of Trowbridge to the King, or her by the said union ; 
it was in enect Concentrated in the crown, from 
whence it came, for it became a royal domain again; 
biit from which it departed by the death of King 
Edward the Sixth. From that time it devolved to 
the Duke of Somerset^ and then to his daughters, he 
halving no son, until it concentrated in the Rutland 
family, who sold it to Thomas Timbrell, esq, the 
present Lord, And a very respectable gentleman of 
Trowbridge lately told me, that hi^ ancestors iised 
to tell him, that the fields, called the Courts^ were 
not named so as being contiguous to the castle ; 
but it was on account of- its being the royal residence, 
and the court, being kept in the Castle : however, lei 
that be as it may, the Court for the Dutchy of 
Lancaster, has been kept at Trowbridge, till long 
fiince the memory of many of the inhabitants.^ 

once noble, beautiful, auet safe. And, I suppose, if onljp an 
equal piece of building, with its appendages, could be viewed, 
it would excite admiration in the beholder. 

* Memorandum, extracted from Clarendon, dated 26th March, 
175^, About 150 years ago, lived inTrowbridge, Wilts, a clothier, 
whose name was Thomas Langford, two of whose descendants, 
within 100 years after, came to possess the crown of the«e 
kingdoms, in their own right. He was, according to the days in 
which he lived, when clothiers were very affluent^ possessed of 
great riches, but had uo son ; but married one of his daughters 
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Having given my readers a short view pf 'il\e 
suburbs of the Castle^ I now cpme to it^^ foundi^tjoos. 
The hill on v^hich it stands, has been op^uedcor 
explored at two different pmods, in. my memory:: 
one was by opening the central part of the hill^ in 
several places, and the butments and walls were very 
visible; but the cement, which was used as mortar^ 
though it had laid underground so many centuries^ 
was declared by the^workmen to be much harder than 
the stone itself ; consequently it would not pay for 
taking out : nor was their any appearance of depp. 
sited wealth discovered. However, this only quieted 
the minds of ihe owners a little time ; for within 
twenty years, a large cut wias made on the west side 
to discover some of the deposited riches. But this 
was sooner given over than the former, and with as 
little reward. It is very seldom a building of such 
magnitude is raised and destroyed, without some 
accoutit'Of one or both these notable' epochs beinof 
recorded. But thus it is here : A castle was built. 



to a Mr, Hyde, a gentleman in the south part of Wiltshife, riz. 
'Clarendon Pafrk, near Salisbury, by whom be (Mr« Hyde) had a 
ion^ and this son was born at Mr. Longford's house, at I'row- 
bridge. This son was the reAowned Earl of Clarendon, whose 
daughter was jparried to the Dnke of York, afterwirds Ring 
James the Se<;ond. Conse(|uentJy Queen Ann and ^een Mary 
were from Trowbridge extraction, the history adds. This' 
account T lately had of Mr. Robert Houlton, whe resides in the 
'very house where the noble Lord was born, which he purchased 
with many others from the said Mr. Hyde, the fa(!ier of Lord 
C arendou, in 1641. The houses are now the property of 
Mr. E. Salter, one only excepted ; and that part where J^oyd Cla.- 
rendon was born, is occupied by a Mrs. Martin, mother to Colonel 
Mavtiti. lliis is another addition to the dignity of Trowbridge • 
J^ud accounts, as is noted^ for its loyalty on ^Tery occasion. 

The above note was published in the monthly magazine, for 
August, 1814 ; and being taken from the MSS of the late Re? • 
^. Woldron, of Trowbridge, who was so renowned for his 
veracity, that his word was more as a confiniiation than many 
persons oaths are accounted^ remoTes eyecy. doubt of its t)*ttth* 
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'^iti^]dst^' jperhaps many centuries^ and was 
destroyed,* witWat a record of it. This is a , sU i- 
kibg representation of human glory. , A great map 
livedo diedi arid was buried, and is forgotton. 



The River. 



This Castle was defend^di jn a great measure, bjr 
biding surroui^ded or envirojaed by ^e river Biss. 
To accomplish which> a fine canal was qut, from a 
balf-a-rniie distance^ ^ a|id,t|ie river brought so ^as to 
form a fine concave tp the castle,; whicfi $tns.wered 
a doubie.endi as being an, orpament to the prospect 
fjrom the casUe^, an^ 9^ an, addition to its foartiQcation. 
And a mill was consti^uctedby itfs return to the bosom 
of its mother, which was ^n the, ca^tle-yftrd ; ,^o that 
"the garrison was not ^qqii starved Qut^fo^ flour. . An^ 
to prevent any surprize, by false pretences on the 
town side, the road from the town to the mill waj» 
up thestrearii, from the factojry's corner, upder th^ 
citstle wall' to the milltaij/ This could not be 
' exceeded by a fortification to a,fr.ontier. city or 
garrison. Here likewise was a supply of fish, brought 
tothe cotirt or garrison, both as a luxiury find supply], 
in case of a siege. . Though you may say there is no 
supply of fish in the; Biss, but you are to remember that 
the drag or casting net was not suffered to rob It 
daily, for one gentleman'^s tajble and another ; its 
fish were prfeserved for the pse of the castle. It is 
acknowledged that the produce of it is not -of a very 
extraordinary kind* being only roach, dace, gudg^ 

^ ^yThe cajmon used to demolish die castle, ^vras planted on 
' l^st Ashtoa hill. This place was not only fitest, as being the 
nearest eminence to it ; but the front of the castle was nearljjr 
directly opposite to it. 
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ions^ and eels ; except now and then a straggler from 
the fish ponds of R. Long, esq. M. P. ; or Abraham 
Ludlow's, esq. Heywood, from which is found a carp 
or tench. These ponds empty themselves into the Bias. 

The Biss begins at Biss-bottom, near Upton 
Scuddamore^ and runs through a chalky bed, till 
it enters North Bradly, where it enters a muddy 
pas&age or bed, and runs by the west border of the 
noted Ashton common, and enters Trowbridge 
parish at the south side. But this muddy bed on 
which it runs and rests, and by which, in conjun- 
ction with its being stagnated bj mills, &c. the 
more excellent sort of fish are prevented from living 
in it^ is amply made good to the town, and clothiers 
in particular, by being so much the softer^ on ac- 
count of not running on a gravel ; and almost incon^- 
parable for cleansing the wool, as well as the cloth. 

This quality in the water produces gold fish 
to the clothiers. Some of the produce of the Biss 
is turned ipto fine estates and funded property^ far 
exceeding the produce of the best trout stream in 
the county. But I hope my readers will not thinly 
me too prolix, while I detain them in relating 
another property of the Biss. It was a long an4 
well-known tradition, and received with belief^ 
that no water was calculated to the use of piece 
dying, like the Stroud-water, Gloucestershire : and 
it is a fact, that the cloth sent to Stroud for dyings 
has not been returned for three or four months. But 
besides several others^ a dyehouse is erected a little to 
the west side of the castle moat, or rather at the foot of 
the foundation, where piece dying is now done equal 
to, and in some colours it exceeds Stroud-water dying.* 
After being so great an accommodation to the town^ 

♦ While my sheets are in the press, nearly the whole of the 
upper courts, which were contiguous to the castle, are sold to 
erect factories upon them, and to have the use of the Biss, at 
eighteen pence per square foot. 
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the Biss verges away westward to the real Troule 
bridge then turns northward, and pours its profitable 
stream^ together with its finny productions, into the 
Avon, at the northern extremity of the parish.* 

The Bridge, as hinted before, was not built with- 
out consideration : and if any thing caused it to be 
called Troule Bridge, it must be on a supposition 
that the bridge was built to accommodate the man- 
sion-house of Walwaynard, as well as the town, who 
was proprietor or lord of Little Troule, and used to 
bold court there, under the name of Walwaynard's 
court, by which the farm is now called ; and before 
the inclosing the lands, the bridge was nearly direct 
to Troule, or the mansion house. But I again say, 
though I pay due defference to such renowned men 
as Camden and Leiand, the hide of land, mentioned 
in doomsday book, which is denominated Troule, 

• Camden calls this river, The Wear. But I must gWe him credit 
for his error, as not being wilful. For had he, like Bruce, went to 
the spring head of it, he would haye seen his error. For his rirer 
Wear rises near WesJtbury, and is really a wear. But the Biss has 
lis scoarce from its name, Biss, bottom ; and runs several miiet 
before the wear falls into it. But some have attempted to 
obviatothis argument by saying, the river obtains the nameof Bisa 
from running by a few houses called Biss. This is a very weak and 
superficial inference, for a thousand instances might be advanced 
to prave that rivers give names to places, and not places to 
rlTers. The place where it has its scource is called, froai its 
being betweea two little bills, viz. Biss Bottom. And where it 

Sipties itself into the Avon, it is called Biss Mouth. And 
r, Camden^s map of Wilts, discovers this error, viz. he very 
nicely points out the scource of the Biss, and points out very 
exactly the little stream at Heywood, but omits the wear 
entirely, which ought to have appeared a little above Westbury 
T^igh. For every child, for miles round, can shew you the 
wear, or, as they call it. Well-head. This is not the only error 
of |he kind. For in attempting to prove the Thames or Tems, 
to be in Wiltshire, he pxoves it, by a charter granted Co the 
abbot of Malmsbury : and to support his idea, mentions Sum* 
merford to prove it. But Snmmerford is on the river Avon^ 
not much short of twenty miles from the Til 
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could not be Trowbridge^ but simply Little Troule^ 
afterwards Walwaynard manor. 

Having remarked the bridge^ I cannot avoid 

Botieing one thing, though a little out of its place. 

The old bridge was very narrow^ like other old 

bridges, and it had an angle over the centre, on the 

south side, for persons to step into, in case of 

danger from cattle or carriages, or to stand and 

enjoy the sport of angling unmolested : but near the 

bridge there was a singular execution, viz. a ducking 

stool was erected between two posts, with pins 

chained to it, to let it down, &c. according as the 

.delinquent's crime called for it, if it were only for 

scolding or fighting, &g. ; if she was game, as the 

executioners called it, she suffered slightly ; but if for 

»a capital offence, viz. being a common prostitute, 

especially with a married man. Woe be to her ! 

for in those days that crime was held in detestation 

by all ranks in society, although the town was more 

in its tmcivilized state than since, and though a 

magistrate was not but here and there. This execu* 

tioner kept such characters more in awe, than botfi 

magistrates can now do, nc^withstanding they are 

very active in punishing them : their appearances also 

shew that they are too much encouraged by persons 

who are not of the lower classes in society only* So 

we see that notwithstanding there might not be a 

magistrate in the town, every one could not do what 

he pleased* 



The Church. 



1 now come, of course, to the Church, and I can 
iay of a truth, it is not of the first magnitude* But 
it is a plain neat building; the centre of it has a veiy 
curious workmanship painted on its ceiliug, which is 
ttearly fifty feet from or abpve the floor ; it has a 
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very good organ in it^ and a few monuments of tiie 
Brewers, who were once verj respectable here, and in 
commission of the peace, and at Haywood house : lie 
died in 1707. Watts, Houlton, Yearburys, Shrapnal^ 
Davis, &c. shew that this town was their native places. 

But what is most curious, is a deed made by a Sir 
James Trourabre, of Trowbridge, merchant, who 
built the alms-house^ which is lately pulled down, 
dated January the 1 1 ih, 1 483, by which he ordered 
his feoffees to pay, out of his estates in Trowbridge, 
Studley, BroughtonGifford, and NorthBradley, Wilts, 
and Beckington, in the county of Somerset, that the 
said feoffees therein named, with the churchwardens, 
should elect and choose, immediately after his death, 
a priest, and pay him a certain yearly salary of ten 
marks, to say and sing divine service, at the altar m 
the new church, called Jesu's altar, before the tomb 
of Joan his wife, and pray for him, and other 
founders of the mass, and for the souls of all other 
benefactors. (Here follows a large number* of dig- 
nified and respectable names ; which were to be 
comprised in a tablet, hanging at the said high altar J 
And also by the same deed, he enjoins that six poor 
men or women of the alms-house, by him newly 
built, should have separate apartments in it, and 
three shillings and four pence quarterly ; and that 
they should assemble in the said alms-house twice a 
day, and in a loud voice pray for his soul, and the 
souls of Joan and Alice, his wives, there interred.* 

The Church is dedicated to St, James, perhaps not 
only as a respect to that saint, but because the great 
donor above mentioned was named James,f And I 



' * There is a monument in Macclesfield church, dated 14S9 
and 1605, wherein the deceased, petitions the beholder to pri^7 
.for the souls of Roger Leigh and Elizabeth his wife, 

f The superstition and falseness of the Popish religion, waa 
never more exemplified and imbibed by itsyotaries, than betweei^ 
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am persuaded there can be no doubt but the church 
was built about this time, by those very benefactors 
as named in the said de^d.^ 

The foregoing account of the many dignified 
namesj whose heirs are possessed of additional 
honours, prove three things. First, it proves tiie 
antient dignity of its inhabitants and proprietors. 
Secondly, It shews what the town, with all its 
boasted greatness, which is much, has cost its 
dignified characters, and proves, beyond a doubt^ 
what I have often remarked, viz. that families are 
almost continually removing and changing, at least 
everj'^ century, or nearly so. But thirdly, by it we 
learn the age when this noble structure — the church, 
was built. The above deed and mode of expression 
used by the testator, shew, that he could not intend 
the al ms-house benefactors. For it would be absurd 
to suppose, in that age of Popish superstition, that 
so many great men subscribed to so small a donation 
as an alms-house. Therefore the benefactors must 
mean to the church, which is called the New Church* 
Besides, I have heard it told from my childhood, fifty 
years before I heard of the above deed, that Trow- 
bridge church was built when labour was at one 
penny per day, and wheat at one penny per bushel. 
Now to prove this age to be the time of the prices of 
both labour and wheat, history iaforms us that 



the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries ; for besides Trowbridga 
and Macclesfield, monuments for offering prayers for the dead, 
and records of meritorious works, to obtain heaven ; and par* 
dons being sent from Rome for 26,000 years and %6 daj^, tot 
^ doing some notable act for the infallible church* 

* The principal endowments in Trowbridge, are an alras-hous0 
for six widow women ; and a free school for forty boys, which 
is now encreased to a very large number, by voluntary subscrip- 
tion, where they are taught arithmetic, and every useful bravcli 
of l^ruiog, so as to fit them for tradeamea. 
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t%v» bridges w<sre built at Abii^on, Berks^ in 1 4 16, 
St the wftgtd^ eyes tfaough the country was searched 
for the best of wprktuen^ at one penny per day^ and 
wkeat was one shilling per quarter. The labour ex- 
actly answers to the above tradition> and the wheat 
tet little difference^ which 20 years in time, or 60 
nrik^ distance, might make. Consequently the cburcb 
ttigllthave been built about the fifthteenth centurj.* 
^ Bttt - to fetum. The grandeur, neatness, and 
beaaty ttf tlie spire, which is only about ISO feet in 
Irrigbth, is scarcely equalled for its beauty^ when 
ikM loftiness is considered. Indeed the whole edifice^ 
especially when the figures of wild beasts, and other 
ammak, adornedits battlements, was very ornamental. 
For when I used to view them in or after a storm of 
ranfi, they appeared as though they were disgorging 
tkeaoselves, the water from the roof comingoutof their 
moutha^ But the rude hand of time^ and the varioui 
ladders which have been placed bv workmen, under 
4i» nsune of reid or pretended repairs, have left very 

♦ the If ting 6r rectory is not sold, but still remains in the 
-gdl *f th« Diikd of ftotland. It is only a small benefice, perhaps 
•proditciDf only sereB or ei^t hundred per annum. Bat here I 
luive a call to record an eye^t worth Doticing, tiz. The succeed- 
ing rector to the late Dr. K-ins, dean of Sarum, found that there 
was much building erected on the lands belonging to the rectory, 
a»d h€ '^-aitted a hirge mansion to live in ; coaseqiMntiy be laid 
claim to all the building, and wanted the owners, instead of 
paying him a ground rent as before, to former rectors, to pur- 
«lbftse tlM buildhig at its talue, and so alienate part of the living, 
l^y nuking kpritat^ property. And to add to his living from 
aaetlMv qunrter, he attempted to advance the tithes of Stavertov^ 
.feo9i ft modus €o a tithe per acre, like ther other parts of the 
parish. But to this the landholders appealed, and determiQed 
to stand trial. And at length, when the rector found that the 
' occlesiastical amthority could, nor would admit of his selling 
: aoy part of the rectory, nor the landholders advance the modus 
.#n Stftvettoft tithkig^ be gave up the benefice. He is succeeded 
i by the ReT» Crabb, D. D. who took possesaion of the livisg in 
1814, and appeoxa to be a tery mod^mte and pooceaW^ 
clergyman* 
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few of them whole. For Ihe town has too often lia^tbe^ 
misfortune to appoint men for chiirchwarileD^ who 
have expended, either wantonly or for self mterest, 
large and almost incredible mms, m wpairm^ 
the building". But the «pire has stood the lest; 
and I mysdf would not have it decay, an4 k* 
fall down, through neglect. But if a <^rcti« 
warden was put into office, who wa« belonging to tte 
handicraft trade, especially if he were more lavish <rf 
his power and the parish money ttian SMne of the 
former ones, down would come ^thc glory of -our 
ancestors, and I fear it would never be raised .agaitt 
in its antient dignity. 

But it is not a little rMiaricaUe thatVhen the 
church was built, the cross, ^hich ttood in the 
market place, a little above the ^posite to fhe door 
of the George Inn, was standing till about lyg*, 
When it t^as taken down by consent^ being looiin* 
•fashionable, and a nuisance to the market pleee.* 
I have known it used as a butter maiftet. The cross 
resembled that at Salisbury, which is used for the 
same purpose; But for what end crosses weve butlt^ 
I leave greater historians to determine. It is 4mA « 
King Henry set up crosses at every place where the 
corpse of his Queen Elenor was rested, in the wav to 
inlerment. But one thing we cannot pass^ visuc 
When the church and cross were built, there wicse 
three stones, made of the same dimensions each, fot 
a certain purpose ; one was placed on the steeple^ 

* Tliere used to be a raage of stalls from the clkardi rami, vhe^. 
Mr. Waltea's house, down a considerable way oik thenortbiids 
of Fore-street. I sappose they were made for diiferetit bmnehes 
of trade. Several were In me so late as the year 1750. W heater 
they belonged to the houses against which they were^filacedy f 
cannot determine. But the houses beiB|^ buijt according "tb 
antient custom, viz. the timber of each story projecting oat <»mr 
the lower er under one^ left a space of ground in front, or «t 
the area. The last of these yacwiais was fiUfd| ftjr the 
building of Mr. Mattrri8*s housa. 
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as ike top or crowning stone : an ot tier on the snulli 
fide of the cross : and the third near tlie (op of pule 
liain cone^ between three road», viz. East Gate- 
street^ erroQOusIjr called Hilperton-laTie^ and Low 
Mead-street, now called^ from the §tonc Round 
Stone-street. These stones were in diameter 
four feet ; for the antient inhabitants called them the 
width of a cart-wheel; and about two feet thick. 
And if we look at that on the BteeplCj and consider 
' its heighthf we cannot think it les^* 

Thetownisnot large but populous^f From a 

survey made, by order of government^ in May, 1811, 

it contained about 1000 houses^ exclusive of the 

hamlets. Males in the parislij 9015. F£ males, 

8460. But when^we consider that 4§8 "stiver fine 

broadcloths, and OOQcassi meres, are made weekly, 

we shall not wonder to learn that many hundrecls of 

, persons are employed, who live in the surrounding 

I villages : and not so few^as 200, from Milksham and 

' its. neighbourhood^ are employed by one house in 

♦ The streets are not many ; bat as they may increase in 

number, I have thought weU to name thenij for the use of 

posterity. Fore-street and Back-^treat are the pruicipal 

thorough fares, from east to wesL II ill* street and Silver-street 

areas union streets to the former two, Low-niead-street, called 

Roundstone-street, leads to Eas t^ate-i^tr eot, called Hilpertoii- 

lane, Duke-street is so caUed, in confimemoration of John 

Gaunt, duke of Lancaster ; Yeorbury- street is hi the south. side 

of Eastgate-street ; Court-lane leads to the courts. The coneger 

^ ^^_^^ is several small streets, called Ranks* The appendages to the 

s/>S C^ C'Cfi'^'^ town are Blington, Brick Plat, Adcrost-lane, Polebarn-lane, 

g or rather South-street, Stallardsj Newtown, and Tioule-lane.. 

+ The large piece of antique architecture, called Wkk -house, 
near Trowbridge; now belonging to the opulent family of 
Bythesea, with Monkton-house, Brooke -house, now puiled 
down, and four others of the same descrlpton, which were 
nearly situated in this neighboushood, was, according to tradi- 
tion, as told about a century sbce, the property of seven 
brothers, who at once possessed and occupied the oeve^ 
Teaemble pUes. 
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^\iai¥b»idgt ;^ and notwhhlUa^ag ^ iPWjr «cn9 

of land which Mr. Tiinbrel 1^ permitt^H) to l^ 

con¥6rt6d iota g^rdens^ it is almcwt incr^diMe to 9fky ; 

there aite at least twenty loads of Yegetablesi brought 

Weekly^ from Devizca^ Warmiiisteri Wertlmr^ 

Lavington^ Seend, Hintoa^ Aahtoa^ Bf atton^ apA 

nany other places to sopply the vast influx of its 

iBbabitanls, Ac, And the town^ as a manufipu^turiag 

town, is^ to its inhabitants and neighbourhood^ like 

a na^igaUe rirer^ which at once employs, fertilize^, 

and fructifies wherever \t passes. So is the vast wm 

livbich is paid by the manufacturers to the wqrk- 

men, distributed to evary town and village from 

which it receives supplies ef provisions : for in this 

ipoint of view, if I may use the expression, there is a 

kind of reciprocal renumeration on both sidM> 

between the town apd ils surroimding neighhwiv- 

hood. And besides the circulation o£ the v?age0 

being benefioial to its vicinity^ there is one benefU 

which accrues to it, from a seource which cann^ h0 

too vvell noticed, via;, the market and its constat 

attendant, the soil or manure, which is pro4ueed 

from it, and the streets is an excellent healer and 

improver of poor lands. I have known two estates 

Ijfk the parish, one qortb ^nd the other south, which 

were so poor no one could live upon them ; but hy 

putting a quantity of the manure, as above noteo^ 

they are accountied amongst the rich lands of the 

parish* 

The supply of meat is hot qf the first rate for 
largeness, but for its %voui^ and fjBttness of its- sise, 
cannot be exceeded. This proves the richness of the 
pasturage on the banks of the Avon and Biss, whjch 

* Nearly tli^ whole labouring pavfr of ih» largo pariali of 
HN^arili Bradley, are dependant on Trowhridge for employ ; aaid 
aomo of them bav^ made coQBi4svable fortunes by this lawful 
employ of keiseymere weaviug ; and others, comfortabla 
subsistence. 
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have been very noted for ages. And amongst the 
numerous instances, I beg leave to mention one« 
A piece of pasture land, in the parish of North 
Bradiej^ called Bamfield, the property of J. Whit* 
Itker, esq. of Pairwood^ was so renowned in Smithfield 
market, in the former part of the last century, that 
the naming of Barnfield grazing, produced imme- 
diate sale, until, like other impositions, it was 
detected : for it had grown to such an heightb of 
esteem, that all the cattle from the neighbourhood 
was sold as Barnfield grazing.^ 

I come now to the trade only. And first I 
obserye, that there are only three names in the town 
who have continued as clothiers, who were of that 
branch seventy years Bjgo. But at that period, when 
wool was from two to two shillings and six pence 
per pound, it was thought surprising for a clothier 
to buy twenty bags at one purchase. But. now, 
and for some years past^ it is common for a certain 
house, well known in the woollen market, to buy 
two or three hundred bags in one purchase^ at 
ready money •* 



* As it is YCiy likely that sotne person may read this little 
history at some very distant period of time. I hereby give soms 
account of the price of provision in March, 1814. 

Bread, the qnarterQ loaf, one shilling. 

Beef and Mutton per pound, froqi nine to eleven pence. 

Potatoes per peck, from six to seven pence. 

Pork at one shilling per pound ; and fat pigs seventeen 

shillings per score. 
Batter sixteen to eighteen pence per pound. 

* Perhaps some may conceive I have exceeded f he, bounds of 
moderation, in hinting the riches which have been gained by the 
clothing tra^de. Bat Mr. Cainden exceeds all this : for he tells 
of a clothier, named Abbot, who had three sons ; one was 
arch-'bishop of Canterbury, another bishop of Salisbury, and 
the third, Sir Maurice Abbot^ was lord mayor of London, aU 
Itt ofibce together. 
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To say at what early period the woollen iftide 
be^an ID Trowbridge is not an easy task ; but it is 
natural to conclude that^ when John Kempe came 
over from the continent, and introduced weaving 
woollen cloth, about 1330, and the king imme- 
diately inviting over every other branch of manu- 
facturers, it is very easy to suppose that he soon 
thought of IVowbridge, as being his royal domain^ 
^nd introduced some of the workmen to teach them 
as soon as possible. And I can only bring one 
argument, and I think not a weak one, to sup^ 
port the supposition, viz. The Dutch reel, a& 
used in Holland, was always used in Trowbridge 
only, notwithstanding the struggles and efforts of the 
clothiers to set it aside, though every other clothing 
town used the English reel : the Dutch reel was never 
given up here, till spinning by hand ceased. There- 
fore it is natural to suppose tliat it was introduced 
'with the trade from Flanders. 

It is natural to enquire from whence such a large 
quantity of ready cash, as is required to pay for the 
manufacturing such a large quantity of goods, as 
has been stated, could be obtained. When it was 
wanted faster than could be procured in the country, 
various means were used to get it down from Londqn, 
sometimes in boxes, &c. and sometimes even in the 
bags of wool. And en the establishing the bank at 
Devizes, that became a means. Another scource 
was from the collectors of the county taxes, and the 
excise, &c. But at length the trade, Kke the Nile, 
overflowed all its banks ! for every rescource came 
short of the demand, or the risque in sending abroad 
was. too great for the trade to run. However, this 
great obstruction is removed by the establishment of 
a bank of the first rate respectability, under the firm 
of Ludlow, Barton, Timbrell, and Timbrel!. 

The fair is held on St. James's day, the fifth of 
August^ and sometimes three following days^ most!/ 
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€ortoys and trifling ebtninodiiks^ diougfa the ehieese 
fair 18 hiuch increased of late years. li beis^ 
neither a corpoi^don nor boroug^h^ it has tiO public 
feasts^ except the coasty tension ftast^ once in tw^ 
years i; but hcteih the toWn Inhs lost some of ife 
antient dignity^ if dignity attaches to festivityi 
<For etery cause pro^jfces its effects This ^¥i% 
appear by the followiing record : Royalty ia Trom- 
hrtdge baas produci^ loyalty ; ^er^ ia other wdrds^ 
4he town being a rdyaliy was^ I beUere^ a great 
cause of its atitient loyalty. This attracted the 
notite of the neighbouring inhabitatit8> eqUectmUy 
aTifiongst liie rich and gr^t^ and affiongst others^ 
the Doblc Lord Viscount Weymouth, as a tvken ft 
respect to the town^ made ihem an anhual preBelitof 
u ftt buck^ aiid to grace tire tabie^ his lordship 
honored the company with his presense. SHx 
Ddward Baynton> abd nmny etti^ borrorable chau 
racters^ made it a point to m^^t his lordi^p^ with 
<he to\^ gentfemen and tradesmen. Here the 
^evances of the trade or taxes Ti^ere coolly and 
deliberately discussed ; and if it were thddgbt edn'^ 
tsable to address the thi^e or ^diai^ffeuc> the towa'tt 
gentlemen, Ac got it ptejfwMred by the time tfee 
parlranfent met, and Hie noble lord generally cow- 
tlescesided to be the bearer of it. And here it n 
^iiterkable that a^otigst the gemlenlen or trader* 
men of the to'wn, the greatest hartnony subsistdl '.; 
«0d freqnently twenty th^ thirty clothiers 'of the town 
were aiaongst tfie comjmny. And now peace i% 
-esteblisbed, and if the wafr tax'es she^uld b^ tsAceh xM, 
^^ might hope that the noble Marquis of Bath \^ouM 
follow thea;bove example of Ws ancestors, wh^n we 
should see his faitiily coach, and six brig'ht bay 
iiorses bring him in stale np the town, 

Thongh the to'wn is renowned for trade, it cannot 
%K)ast of first rate profe^iototl gentlemen . Pliysricians 
^enemlly rteide in more geiiteel towitft or cities: 
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for though « fradesHMB may be very rich, yet as a 
4rade6inati lie is Bfot ranked in society with g^ende*" 
f»eii.* Yet the towli caft boast of a Mi%. J'ane Ha4iny> 
M^ho wa6 the inventor and proprietor of the renowa* 
ed Trowbridge F^emale Pil^ now pr^ared by her 
grand dau^ht^^ Mr«. Ludlow^ of Wttrfiiinsteir. 
Another thinj^ it can beast o^ in the present 
labotMring part of society, that thoagh there are 
exceptions to many raks^ yet the labouring poor ard 
vefry industrious^ and appear sabbath ds^s 4nore like 
tradesMen, than servants. This is a credit to their 
employers as well as a cxmifort to thefiisdves ; aol}. 
ehiBws great iHiproveinent «i«ee the Writing <tf a 
book by the Itfte William Temple^ esq. daied 1738^ 
wherein he represents the houses fifchy^ destitute of 
goods and clothing, and^ in a Word, drankennesli 
aiid its ^concomitaHt wretehedness, reigning without 
coBtroul. f He states the popuhrtion at 3000* How 



* The town has, in the last century, to record the name of 
a British admiral being a native of it, vii&* in the late admiral 
Houlton, who obtained the rank of poBt captain 1752^ 
and who never diflgraced the Briti^ 'flag by turning his back 
upon his enenty* 

+ To support my remark respecting the improvement the 
town has made in its morals. In some, vices will appeibr, hy 
the following character of it, viz. In the b^tmHUg-of the kflt 
century, sh^p stealers, horsestealers, coiners of money, ^a 
with every other vice, was so attached to the town^ that it 
became a proverb to say. If no cme of Trowbridge was 
capitally convicted at the assizes for the coanty, it wflfe 
a maiden assize. But there has not been an instance of H 
native of Trowbridge beii^ executed for the last fifty years^ 
though I do not pretend to say none of them have merited such 
a death. But while I am noting that the natives of Trowbridge 
have not been degraded 'by capital punishments, I have to soand 
the awful alarm of a most daring act of depravity, joined with eBs 
brutish ferocious disposition, that can be produced in the annals of 
history. A yoang soldier, of the 8&th regiaieut'of foot, qaar. 
tered at oar barracks, was straggling in the fields, where a foot 
path leads i^om V^p^r Studfy toward Trowbridge^ (the whola 
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many children are to be drawn from that number, 1 
leave others to determine. But he says. The excise 
books received duty on 2000 hogsheads of beer 
annually, besides 30 or 40 gin houses. I myself 
cannot form a judgment on this, but I should think 
the present 6000 inhabitants ; and all the great 
brewery of Messrs. Watten and Timbrel's book 
accounts, to their various public houses in Trow- 
bridge, scarce amounts to that sum. So that we 
fiee there is five times the money circulated, and a 
vast quantity less of beer and spirits drank than in 
those days alluded to by Mr. Temple. 

Though the buildings in the town are not regular 
as to form, yet there are many well built family 
houses, which, for neatness and architecture, cannot 
be exceeded even in Bath : and though there are 
exceptions in a few, yet the major part of them are 
occupied by new families, who have, from small 



length between the two most distant dwellings do not exceed 
about half a mile, and in a very frequented public road) where 
he met a young female, about twelye years of age, going to 
school, perhaps a little before mid or noonday, whom he seized^ 
and with all the daring outragiousness of the most hardened 
sayage disposition of a yeteran in wickedness, he, with 
threats of murder If she cried out, committed a crime of the 
utmost extent of brutish conquest, which could stain human 
nature, murder excepted, and got off, as he supposed, an lin- 
kuown conqueror ; but the secret was not so to the Diyine Being, 
whose proyidence often discloseth the most secret actions : and 
by the determined resolutions of the girls* very respectable 
friend's, aided by a very scrutinizing magistrate, viz. Charles 
Bythesea, esq. his person was identified by the obje)ct of his 
brutality, -and personal witness, from ooncurrtng evidence, 
brought home the guilt indisputably upon him, and in three 
days he was hurried to his deserved habitation, the gaol, and in 
four dayff more he was tried, and condemned for execution, at 
the lent assizes for 1814. 

This awful instance of just punishmeift will, I hope, serve ai 
a caution to all such e?il minded persons, to abstain from such 
h«ijiOtt8 crimes, which will bring them to the same shameful end. 
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properties/ accumulated ample fortunes^ while the 
builders of them are lost in name or reduced in 
circumstances. 

The general picture of Trowbridge is drawn to 
life by the following records from antient history* 
One of the kings of Egypt made it a rule to have 
his chariot drawn by four of his conquered sovereigns. 
But one day observing one of them to look very 
attentively at one of the wheels^ the king asked the 
reason he so earnestly watched the motion of the 
wheel ; he very gravely said^ I observe in the wheel 
that by its motion that part which js in the dust now 
soon changes situations with that part which is above. 
The king took the hint^ and would never afterwards 
be drawn by his conquered sovereigns; doubtless 
being persuaded^ from the answer of his degraded 
enemy^ that tiie same reverse of fortune might 
happen to him.* 

Whether from situation or otherwise^ so it was^ 
that the town was honoured with a visit by his 
present Majesty^ George the Third, where every 
token of respect was paid to the royal traveller : 
Looms were placed in the street at the Bridge end ; 
arches, &c. formed of cloth, was made, to shew 
its staple trade. His Majesty's carriage was met at 
the entering of the town by the gentlemen and trades- 
men, who marched up the town, attended by 
a band of music, for which Trowbridge is noted ; 
for the Trowbridge band is often sent for, as being 
at once respectable for instruments and good 
players on them. A visit paid by such a traveller, 
drew a vast concourse of people from the surround-* 



* The saying of Seneca in his epistles, viz. That there was 
no king that was not extracted from slaves, nor any slave that 
descended not from a king) with a little alteration will apply to 
the inhabitants of Trowbridge ; for there are few rich families ia 
the town but what came from poor extraction, and few poor 
•nes but sprung from rich ancestors. 
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iQ^ townswd Tillages, «iid while ohaifgiii^ lior9e% 
&c. some of the geatfemen attempted to address his 
Majesty ; but from the mnltitude of voices, and the 
ffaiging of htH^, and oUier demonstirations of joy, I 
cannot inform my readers of the snbstance of the ad- 
djness, it being only verbal, nor his Majesty's ansiver. 
However, this e^citod envy and jealously in some of 
the gentlemen of the neighbouring town of Bradford^ 
and they versified seme of Trowbridge gentlemen, 
who in turn wrote a reply, as a retort ; this prodaced 
as laughable a cireumstanee 4S eould have been made 
by any Hibernian. Some tim# aft<»* there was, aecofd« 
ing to course, amongst the feshionable winter aTHUse- 
ments, a ball at Bradford^ and amongst the eonver*^ 
sation, the verses and retort oame up, and an officer of 
the army being present, wished to see the retort ; the 
"Wfiiter, therefore, was ordered to ask his mistress 
for it. The man with all haste ran down stairs, 
and informed his mistress the gentleman wanted 
a tart ! ShoTeplied there was none but broken ones 
in the house ; but at length to accommodate the 
company, she sent to a gentleman's house, and 
procufed one, and sent it up ; and the company 
bad more enjoyment, from the mistake, than 
the retort would have given : for with these instru- 
ments, things are generally so impregnated with 
bitters, that honey itself canndt make them piClatable. 
Leaving this digression to my juvenile and jocose 
readers^ I proceed to* the morning and evening bell. 
And it appears from history that bells have been used 
by the antient Egyptians ; but the Turks prohibil; 
the use of them, even ^mmigst the christians. How^ 
ever, this instrument is very antient, and it is hard 
to determine ex?ictly for what intewt or to what 
purpose the use of them originated. But it is 
notorious enough that they are used on a variety of 
occasions. Lewis the 14th used th^ bell fis a sigp^aj 
for the papists to begin thq niurder of the disfurm^d 
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ilMy w^ tt$ed for wav|it9g an4 eoUaotiBg the seat^ 
t«lf^ khafcitsuito <tf a town, &c. to assist ib^r 
9§igbl>Qiur^ in wseB of fir«> or aa a signal to a toirit 
to put oiH their lights at a certain hoar. Somettinea 
thiBir #f nod 18 lirely, as expressive of some signal 
joy ; 9wA again, the knell is sounded to giFe notioia 
of ijbeatb.^ However^ I kave these ftowiag ideasji 
and €ome to what is tfaya original design of the bdl 
Imng ^sed nudraiag and evening alaiost in ev^ry 
to^Ot ^nd the variations at to the honrs. Sopie 
(iftve sfiq^posed it to be a Reman eatholie custom^ 
nsedfw devotioqal pttrpeses. Be that as it may, 
it is a known fact, they were very anciently used, 
99A e%n a great way in the last c»itary» espeeially 
before tbo nudking of turnpike roads^ and wfaero 
tjbene were large £wns> &c« contignons, as a guido 
to trs^vellera to and from markets. Thus the great 
hell flyt the cathedral of WeUs was aneuuitly t(41edi 
all night or nearly^ on some occasions^ as a guide 
to ptcraons who had to come over Mendip to the 
eity* And perh^a •we oanuot place the actiofi to a 
more j«8t ,or better purpose, tlian a guide to travel<i 
lerst who had to «> over large tracts of nnincloaad 
land : bad h^re I ^all direct my readers to a 
tradition, yat evidently a fact Itie ringing of 
'irrowbridge bdl happened once at the very jun^ara 
of tira^ when a trav£l|tf had lost bis way between 
Trowb|ri%e and HilperjbMi, who immediat^y set up 
his st^ on the e^iot vAm^ he waa when the sonnd 
eeached this ear, and by whieb means he found hie 
awny to the town; and went, vriien it was day, and 
found the ataff, and purciiased the piece iol land^ 

* Bells were used in churches about 458 of the christian sera. 
%h»y had a consecration appointed in 06a* and were adanttea 
tQ t*e gje^ pr^lnance of B^vfiA is^pikm ii| 1090, m Ea^ 
(f0o4wjii^?9 or l{f ripl^V r^iga* 

f 
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dnd gave it to the use of rihgiog^ the belb for eren 
Now some persons may be disposed to object to tbi9 
because it is not on written- records. So the deist 
rejects all revelation, because there are some things 
which are beyond his beclonded reason : bat tbougli 
men do not live for ever to declare facts as witnesses 
to the action itself, yet the Israelites could be satis^ 
fied from positive demonstration^ that there were 
twelve stones in Gilgal^ and that there was a red 
sea^ and a great number of demonstrative evidences 
to prove what was written of these things. And so 
I say here, there is a piece of land^ called bell land, 
at the eastern border of the parish, and it is exact 
m form like a bell. Now I have taken considerable 
pains to prove the thing to be a fact^ which, I trust, 
will at once satisfy the candid, aud prevent the 
caviller from racking his brain to find out a specious 
objection to the tradition, respecting beU land, and 
ringing the bell at four in the morning and eight at 
night, during the winter half year. 

There is one thing more which I am resolved to 
rescue from being a tradition only, which is the 
Town Watch. And here it mfty be objected, like 
many other things, that some have nevw heard of it, 
whilst others scarcely believe it, being only -hearsay, 
&c. But as I. have really served on it many times; 
I can certify the truth of it, with perhaps fifty 
additional living testimonies, to succe^ing genera^ 
tions. And before I attempt to explain its process 
as a watch, I intend to assign some probable grounds 
for the cause of it, and with all due deference to 
those who know more of fortifications which are 
contiguous to towns or cities than myself. I believe 
it is a known practice in such places for the town or 
city, in certain cases, to be under the command and 
controul of the commander of such fortifications ; 
and as this position cannot be denied, I venture to 
presume that this watch originated from the com^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



filSTORY OF /TROWBRIPGE. 31; 

i^ander of the castle. I have informed mj reader 
already of the situation of the castle with the town, 
xH ditch the town side^ and (he road from the town 
to the milL Now under all these considerations, we 
will suppiose a design was formed to isurprize the 
castle from the town side^ and a plan was formed by 
the insurgents to enter the town under some spe- 
cious pretence^ and by that means get into the 
castle. . Now it is natural for a commander to be 
Jealous of every possible means of defending his 
fortress ; and in order to guard it fronr any assault 
from the town side, he makes the town's people> in 
some degree, responsible for . the safety of . the 
castle^ by setting a watch.: and if we admit this 
^(^onjecture as a ground of the watch, the description 
of its process will evidence that the town watch 
must.l^e of great antiquity. This watch was annu^ 
ally begun in the summer season, and it began at 
the eastern eatrance of the town, viz. at the top 
house ia Eastgate-street or Hilperton-lane ; . six 
faousieholders, widows, &c. excepted, were warned 
^ach day, rand if any one did not choose to serve^ 
the bailiff who warned him, permitted him to pro- 
tide a substitute. At ei^ht o'clock they went to the 
house of the bailiff, and received a charge, viz. to 
keep watch and ward in the town till six in the 
morning) to take up all idle persons, vagrants, &c. 
and examine every one who passed the streets, 
especially strangers, and if they could riot give 
account of their business to the satisfaction of the 
vtratchmen, especially to the constable of the nighty 
who was generally the most respectable of the six 
watchmen, he was kept in custody till the morning. 
Their weapons were a kind of bill hooks! fix^ oa 
poles, about five feet long, and were very for- 
midable, but the constable's was doubly so. , When 
the watch had regularly gone through the town^ 
(the haimlets were exempted) as before descrihed^ it 
ceased for that yeajr. 
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fllSTORT OF TROWBRIBOifei 



Ifte Plague. 

When the Pla^e raged in London in 166B, 
Trowbridge shar^ the common fate of country 
townsj &Cp by being made a refuge to those who 
fled from the contagion ; and to BToid the danger of 
the town's people taking the infection^ a house wai 
appointed for all strangers, commonly called a peat 
house, to be put into by way of quarantine. Thit 
house was well contrived for situation : it stood at 
the southern corner of Choksalls, a place where 
there was no road near it^ and near the banke of tb0 
Biss. This was a well adjusted plan ; for while they 
were provided with water, without help from unin- 
fected society^ the natural attraction and motion of 
the stream had a great tendency to carry off the 
effects of the disorder, if any remained. The ground 
which the bouse and garden occupied is to be seen 5 
but the building was, doubtlessj soon destroyed^ 
for fear the house was infected.* But there is a 
distemper so attached to some persons^ that pulling 
down the house would not cure them of it : it is weU 
this is not found in every house. 

The leet or court-leet is held at Easter, where 
the lord or his steward attends. Here the con- 
ftables for the town are chosen^ and the three 
tithingmen^ viz, for Studley, Staverton^ and Troale, 
and the Aleconner, Hay ward, &c* This courts 
in some sense, preambulate to the different parts of 
the parish, where any nuisances are, they take cog- 
nlzanee of Ihenij and present them to the court, 
who enjoin it on the persons who cause them to 
remov^e it^ or suffer a fine : and after proper pre- 
parationtf> the court, at least as many as are not 



The marriage register about this period will shew the calami tie I 
of the times : In 16445 oely three mariages. In 1646, twa» 
In 1647, tT?0| la ld48, two* Im 16£l^ one. And in 107^ 
throe. ^ ^ 
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^sublet! in the w^f with Sir John B. ^nA Atiedins^ 

go down to th<; antient bdrti^ once in th^ oiitle yard/ 

and fiw^lir in the hew officers^ ftnd then march back 

to the George tnn. However^ I cannot pass this 

cJoUrt ifvithout noticing its antient dignity, f\t. thtf 

ancestors of the present Hertey, M . D. trere tenants 

as lessees to the proprietor of the manor for a long; 

seHes df yefttft ; and at the exit of the said Mr« 

Hetvejr, H considerable portion of land> besides the 

dbnrts, became freehold : this deed, us leaseholder 

to or under the lord of the manof*, enjoined it on thd 

lessee to provide entiitainment fot the lord and his 

r^tinne, together with 8tjA.bting for the horses, to 

Certain numbcfr, which shew tbtt this lord's court it 

was, in its primitive state, a tery sumptaous one* 

And as a farther pro6f of regard towara the castM 

mill, it was enjoined on the tenant to send a cer« 

tain sum of ^rain Or wheat weekly^ to be ground at 

the said Mill. But I cannot conclude without 

n^akihg ^ vel*y just remark on one thing of iTrow- 

biridge pdrifeh, Yii. : For a great number of years^ 

I have noticed the small quantity of timber growing^ 

cm the estates in general, especiallv those estntes 

mote contigttons to the town ; ana I hate often 

made it my disinterested study to discover the real 

cause of it * and I think the two ibllowing are the 

pHncipaL On those estates which are leasehold^ 

tJhere were scarcely a tree in twenty or thirty acres* 

This must be owing to the lord living M a great 

4ii^nce, and the tarelei^sness of the steward in not 

obliging the tenimt to fulfil his lease, imd a careless 

piece or injustice in the lessee» in ndt obliging hia 

Under tenant t6 take care of the timber. But fbeg 

leave to give a piece 6f advise to every landholder, 

when he lets his knd, especially where it is thin 

of timber« to enjoin it on the tenant <tn plant ti 

trfee 1o every three or four acres of land yearly^ 

fill the land iis su^iently stocked with triees. On 
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S4 HISTORY OF THOWBRIDOE** 

•ome estates a sufficient number might be collected 
from its own hedges to perform it- But admitting 
the tenant planted the sum above mentioned, it would 
be no great matter ; for it must be a bad estate which 
M^ould not make a renumeration to a tenant for so 
trifling an expence ; but besides, his landlord could 
fiurely refund his deposit when he paid him his rent* 
The tenant would be interested in some measure 
in attending to the nourishment of the young 
saplings^ and in twenty or thirty years time we 
should see the estates more like fields of plantation? 
than as too many now are — a desert ! 

The name of the town and liberty is still main- 
tained in its full extent in the parish vestry , both 
as it respects the paymaster^, and the poor who 
receive parochial relief* The former has a liberty 
V^hich has been attempted by many over-bearing 
officers and great paymasters^ viz- : a paymaster^ 
without restriction^ has a voice inthcTestry, and, 
except as before notcd> he is heard with more 
candour and due respect than in many arbitrary 
parish vestries in its vicinity. It is a rule at Brad- 
ford that no paymaster^ under a certain rate or 
contribution^ can be allowed to be heard. The 
late Edward H. Mortimer, mq, was a great advocate 
for this rule of moderation. He used to say^ that a 
less opulent person was more likely to know who 
was in real need of relief, and who imposed, than 
persons whose rank in life kept them from intimacy 
with the lower classes of society. And as to relieving 
the poor, no parish has its equal : for if a person is 
really industrious, and should have need to apply 
for relief, there is no abuse or vilifying language 
used by the vestry, but their case is lamented : 
neither are they debarred the comforts of life ; for 
they may appear very well in their dress, &c- though 
they may receive pecuniary aid- This seems to 
flow from a proper fountain, viz, as fellow crea- 
tures^ fellow subjects^ and those who are liable to 
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fellowship in afflictions and reverse of fortune ; they 
make themselves helpers to bear the burdens of the; 
needy. But those who are making a constant use 
of, and impose on the generosity of the parish^ are 
sometimes treated with a little more severity ; but 
still the poor are well relieved, beyond any prece^ 
dent, in the surrounding parishes. 

The land tax from its beginning has beei^ paid 
beyond any other parish of equal dimensibns. This 
-was occasioned by the too common adage —- their 
zeal outran their reason. For when the govern- 
ment proposed the land tax, Trowbridge ran to 
firms on behalf of the proposed tax, . and thought it 
could not be consistent with their antient loyalty to 
shrink back from a temporary tax^ for so it was 
understood by many ; therefore they put their land 
tax far beyond some other parishes, which werci 
considerably greater as to the sum of land they 
possessed. This was seen when too late ; for wheii 
it was made a permanent tax» they saw their error :• 
but the adjoining parish having a very judicious 
gentleman in it, who was a statesman as well as a 
rich landholder, advised the parish to be cautious 
in their zeal, telling them the land tax might con- 
tinue longer than they expected, &c. : and his advise 
vf as followed, and their land tax, though a much 
larger parisl^ is much lighter than Trowbridge. 
However, Trowbridge, like the river Ganges, will 
force its way through a mountain, rather than b^ 
stopped in its progress ; for it pays this weighty tax 
perhaps with as mudh ease as those who have been 
more parsimonious or cautious in manifesting zeal to 
the government in times of need. 

And now I may justly take leave of my history of 
TrowBridge, which I have, as far as truth per- 
mitted» given in the most plain and simple manner : 
and when any superior historian thinks he can makct 
^n improvement on the history, I wish him and the 
public at large, success in the publication. 
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J%e Juthor^s rm99i/Qr a4iins ih^ Po^m on Slander^ 

I conceiye that no ornament can dignify an author and his ^vrorJk 
Siorethan truth and candour; and if \\^ ipi;eii4 to shew bis ytoHcji 
to as to be supported by his reader, he ought to remove eyerir 
obtuse ' sentence ifrom it, by eyery honest means. This I tbink 
biads me to puUfsh these Letters alluded te ; at least, so nu^k 
•f ijiem ai If Qfcessary : oth#rwi8e, py iseaiders may b^ U^ught 
to believe my verses to be more of an attack than a defence. 
Besides I am persuaded that t|^ere ^re many gentlemen, &c. 
who visit the library for the alone purpose they profess, and 
to whom such mean actieas as is here noted ; are ui^owa. 

Note the^rstf from Mr. Wedrmf. 

^ R. Wearing wiU be obliged if Mr. Bedmaa will imw bivi 
««t another pro^^tus of his intended pu^licf tiop to put iuXf^ 
the library, as he has unfortunately mislaid ike pjther. H* 'W. 
thinks it would be desireable if Mr. B. could give him some 
idea of the price, as he has had several enquiries respecting it. 
And he entertains no doubt but it will be so axeciited %a tQ 
9Mtt the m#st sanguine e^peetatiotts of ^thep^^^'ic^^' 

No traveller could have ran with mone plaasiirf Bt ^ sumid 
•f a voice ia a wilderness, than the n^s^s^icious J. B. t^ 
answer this note ; and which he scribbled out whei^ almosjt m'ght^ 
and carried it down to his friendly looking libr^nsin. saying it 
was incorrect ; and wished Mr. W. to correct it before it was 
exhibited to the pubiie, and kMd ao thought this man, who by % 
filamcter he si^ios (iMsides librarian) fi^uH %t^ giaiUy of 
being a betrayer of ^n un9uspiclayis man. Pujt I su>jon CouMd 
myself deceived by a person calli,ng on me to inform ipe the 
said paper was carried about from one library to another. 
I dien went to my ianoeeat (Hend ! who to)d me be knew 
Aatbing of its being earned away, as h^e bad up coolreipl y^nev 
^ room* To tiiis { gave ioppljcit cre^iit an4 was saitislSjed^ 
till a geaxtleman Informed me first by a letter^ and aftejwardf 
V^bally, that my paper was published in a shameful manner^ 
I then wrote to the printer of the B«^ Herald, whose answer 
vas a little evasive. However, «n my talking a little potvtod 
|o my friend, he saem^ agitated. JBiut still 4^1a»Bd )^ 
Innoceifca of any knowledge of wbOkt w^s doo^, he deliverei) 
vp the paper to me : and on some unexpected friends procuring 
me the Bath Herald, I soon found the pretended verbatim 
advertisement was nothing more than a grcsdy mutilated 
IMifinisbed pi^r, so as to exhibit ai a sMgma to eytsiy reader, 

I then wrote to a respectable friend and tradesman of Bath, 
|r^o went to the printen, who candidly Bald, they had it sent 
down by a Mr. Wearing, who requested it might be printed 
verbatim ; but tbey did not tbiiik of injuring the publiiherj but 
•nJiriUdit tOvobllge their friend. Thii, my heing in a fw ^9^ 



' 
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to fix the charge pn fh<| iiiMceiit| produced ssTeral anonjmoui 
letters, Sec, and at last to avoid the hunters^ pursuit, my hooper 
assumed a new part of the creation, changing himself into an aquatic 
creature, which has a gxeat sagacity in evading his pursuers, 
when he cannot escape otherwise, he will emit something black, 
which will becloud the water, and so escape. Like this fish, 
Mr. Wearing sends me a most detestable letter, and after 
threatening me and telling me my danger, if I made it public, &c. 
he very wisely slides aside, and tells me Mr. Cooper is ready 
to take all the blame. This is a fallacy which I forbear at present 
from motives too delicate to, explain or point out the design of. 
However, as he sustsdns the two dignified offices, of clerk to 
a dissenting meeting, and schoolmaster, &c* I shall leave my 
readers to make their conclusions on his fiUipg those honourable 
stations, and content myself with describing the flatterer as well 
as the envious man. . . - 



t 
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ACAD HILL, 



t)I*B day in trktniittt from the #est, 
I stopped on Kofld Hill, to teslt'z 
Myfnendly fiauise tamfe tripplrrg by, 
VTith smrHiiig looks, Vho* ireemiDg shy. 

I said, << dame mttse, what do you hbi^^'^ 
She said, ^^ I come to give you cheer,*' 
By representing to your view, 
Landscapes of nature, old, and new. 

Here hills and Tales, and pleasant woods, 
Luxuriant sights 1 the eyes' chief good ; 
A feast on nature, which you prize ; 
'Twill satiate your longing eyes. 

See t'wards the south, on Bratton hill. 
Where Alfred fought with sword and bill. 
And slew the bloody Danish crew, 
Who sought the Britons to subdue. 

Surrounding riews stand in exquisite dress. 
To feed your pensive mind, from east to west ; 
Where nature joyn'd to art, strongly combine, 
To shew the great creator all diTine ! 

Beneath yon hill, we view amongst the trees, 
Thatpile which long has bom assaults from zephyr breeze. 
Whose spire stood high, to excite our admiration, 
Ninty-three feet aboye its own foundation. 

But, soTVeign pow'r ! twice with a dread command 
Destroy'd this spire, with lightnings as his hand ! 
And several times this noble church and tow'r 
Has felt the strokes of his resistless pow'r. 

Next comes in sight, old Coulstans shady brow^ 
With shaggy woods and trees without a row ; 
Quite hanging o'er the trar'Uer underneath 
Is filPd with awe ; at ev'ry violent breeze. 
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Yet to the ^e^ aadat a:distant Yiew, 

They abon^ a beauty atida gvandeui: too ; 

Tho' wk]^t*liDg wind, ruDS)thi!o' ibe souadiiig wood, 

Ana terrifies the car, ^et it aiords mcich good* 

f ' . ■ • . • V' ' 

Dress'd in her sable, now my muse laments 
Some shade which intervenes, and so prevents 
Her viewing of that inan»on, built at $toke, 
Whose beaut'ous grandeur conquers with a stroke ! 

But now I move to a north eastern marl^, 
And view the woods and groves of old Spy park : 
The once domain of Baynton's antient race ; 
But by depiise^ we in the rolts cf n trace* 

More to tKe north stands beaut'ous Bbwden hill, 
Whose distant prospects the beholder fill ; 
This verdant park, where waters rise and roll, 
Iq whi«h a laftnsion stands to crown the whole. 

Now w^ descend to things more near in sight, 

And view the town and spire, which strike us with delight ; 

And where my lungs first drew^^ her vital breath, 

Yea, where its likely I may yield to dea<h» 

The spot where various times and change^ wait^ 
To shew how mutable our humap state : 
Yet blessings thene abound to great and small, 
And teach the lesson — God is all in all ! 

My muse attend me now from east to west, 

To view the scenes, which may our thoughts arrest ; 

This small delightful spot, where nature smiles; 

And quite enslave the thoughts, and many a one beguile* 

Just at my feet what beaut'ous sigftts appear, 
Ledyard's fair mansion, bids us both draw near ; 
Here we behold its shrubb'ries and its lawn. 
Where bount'ous nature, seems to have a throne. 

And just beneath, there opens to its ?iew, 
A water-fall, both grand and pleasing too : 
Here beauteous nature cloth'd her smiling banks, 
And trees preserving order, by their ranks. 
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40 . A POEM.- : 

But mj impatient eyes now Umre this scene, 
And moant yon hill, that's clotk'd ia smiling green ; 
And amongst its trees, there's bnilt a pleasing cot,^ 
My eyes now feast around this pleasant spot, 
And hail its owner in his happy lot. 

• . ' .1 

i turn myself, and to renew my sight, 
And by new objects to obtain delight : 
Here 1 behold, built on a tittle hill, 
A plain neat yilla, shews the builder's skill ; 
lis situation is south west pf Roadj^ 
And is the residenpe of Mr, Noad. : 

But Tarious charms now crowed upon our sight. 
And each concur to gi?e some new delight ; 
Yet we must leav^ these objects ^ow in view, , . 
Yea, to these charming scenes we bid adieu* - 

Homeward I now pass on, and leave Road hillj 
My muse now takes her flight at her own will : 
I hail'd and thank'd her for her-Tisit paid, 
• Her courteous company did to my pleasure add. 
While I from pleasing views this poem made* 



Some of my sedate and pious readers may be ready to think I have 
followed the heathen writers and poets too much, by introducing- the poem 
on Road hill, in a figurative manner, &c. Bat I can assure them tbat the 
poem was not a premeditated act of the mind, which was afterwards 
clothed in images, but a sudden impulse, just as it represents itself to the 
reader ; for 1 was surprised when the first idea caught my mind. And to 
use any argument for the poetic manner of the writings of poets, wonld 
be vain and useless ; because a Thompson, Waits, Milton, Pope, and a 
vast number of the poets have defended the poet from aspersions on tLese 
points. 

'' We must not overlook even the fictions of the roost illustrious poets/' 

QuinHllitm. 
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When some of the -wise |ieads had learn*d my iatention, 
To publish a woFk wit^hout^their own ioyention ; 
To stop my proceeding, th/^y held a consultation, 
How they might 8v<ip?ed.;to> stop my pubJication. 

• ■ 1 * '• -' '' 

One said, << 'Twill ^ iii v^m to alitack htm directly, 
*^ But if we assail him, let's do it correctly, 
^' And before he geb ready, iXFe'll publish his work* 
'^ But to accomplish' our purpose^ in secret we'iliurk. 

^^ But to accomplish our work we cannot well find 
*' A pretext, by which we may publish his mind : 
*' But the way to betray Kim, to answer our end, 
^' We'll feign to applaud him, as being his friend." 



But who can accomplish this wicked intention, ? 

To cut a man*s throat by a friendly pretension ? \ 

'^ Why I,'' says Smooth Looks, '^ I'll sign my name 

"W g, 

*' 'Tis part of ipy ofGice, for I'm your librarian." i 

A note he then wrot^,i pretending as friend. 

To obtain such an answer as might suit their end. 

^^ To complete my design on the man, as reyerer, < 

** I' II, employ one to publish, my friend^Mr^ Mejler." i 

'^ Well said, my friend W, G., the business is done, 

** Send down his own paper to Meyler and Son, ' 

** Say, ' Print it verbatim, but in any wise*, ^ 

*' Put maiiy false letters, the work stigmatize.'" 

At length, like the panther, who misses his prey. 
And leaps to his thicket to avoid a just flay; 
He writes and says, " He's not alone a hooper ;"* 
But if I think well, I may fall on a Cooper. 



• Where the panthers inhabit, they are called Hoopers, became they 
betray the travellei* by ioiitatiag the human voice. 
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The Enviotu Hm detcr&ted. 

If h^V'n forflake, and shi Inspire 
Some enrioui man (o'tntie his I/re 

With a malicious song, 
His envious mind could not be righti 
Except he gave a yen! to spite^ 

And made a)I others! >vy;png. 

To furnish out his slanders well^ 
He'll borrow language from that ceU* 

Which sets the world in flame. 
But ah 1 how wicked his design^ 
Whom satan prompteth to malign 

His harmless neighbour's name. 

Next he assails the great and brare, 
And turns a monarch to a sla?e, 

Yea, makes a man a fiend : 
Make heav'n born men ^as heirs of hell, 
Where enyious minds for erer dwell, 

To. attun his wicked ends. 



But if th' incarnate fiend proceed, 
Nor te his tongue nor pen ti&e heed, 

But let his anger bum ; 
Then will his enyy end in strife, 
And malice close his hateful life. 

Then he'll with fiends take turn. 



These characters cast aheut fire brandfi, arrows, and death. They tell 
you, it is all bnt in sport. They commit murder with their tongues^ and 
profess to go and stand before God. 



I am straitened to choese a new enemy, fearing I might onl v change names 
or appellations, but not persons. For first 1 engag^ a serious clerk, as I 
thought, but in him I soon found a deceitful fellow. Then I dealt with a 
librarian, and he proved as bad or worse than the former ; and he tells me 
a Mr. Cooper is willing to undertake me, if I choose. Perhaps after he has 
put me under an operation of mischierous tools, if I hare any life remaining, 
he will recommend me to a secretary, and then I should be liable to be 
tortured to pieces in body and mind. 
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*^* It is proposed to publish a PLAN of the 
CASTLE, on a handsome Copper Plate, as soon 
as two hundred copies or plates are svhscribedfor. 
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Ci)e ffl2ailt0i)ire Copogropiiifal Sbotitt^. 



The Third Anniversary Meeting of the Mem- 
bers of this Society will be held at the Chambers of 
Mr. Alexander, No. 9, John Street, Adelphi, London, 
on Saturday, the 3rd of June next, at 3 o'clock precisely, 
when the members are invited to attend, to receive the 
Anntcal Report of the Council, to nominate Officers 
for the ensuing year, and on other Business. 

The Subscribers are informed that the First Volume 
of the Society's JPublications will be ready for delivery 
on and after the first day of July, and they are solicited 
to send for their respective copies to either of the 
Honorary Secretaries ; or to state in what way they 
wish the Books to be forwarded. At the same time 
they are requested to pay their Second Subscription of 
One Guinea. It is expected that there will be one if 
not two more Volumes ready before the Anniversary 
of 1844. 

The Jfirst Volume contains " A History of the 
Parish of Grittlbt^n, by the "Rev. J. E. Jack- 
son, M.A., and an Introductory Essay on Topo- 
graphical Literature, with References to, and 
Accounts of, National and Local Records and 
Authorities; being the Main Sources of Authentic 
Local History : also a Glossary of Topographical and 
Archoeological Terms, by John Britton, f.s.a., &c." 



John Britton, ^ 

17, Burton Street, / 

George Alexander, i 



Hon, Sees, 
Q, John Street, Adelphi, 



London, May 27th, 1843. 
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